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Overview

An uneven season
Many market observers have been baffled 
by the 2010/11 durum wheat season, which 
bears little resemblance to that of 2009/10. 
This is because 2009/10 saw a record harvest 
around the world, while the volumes achieved 
in 2010/11 have been the poorest of the last 
10 years.

Canada’s main durum wheat producing region. 
In this province, over 3 million hectares went 
unplanted, all crops combined.

During the crop vegetative growth period, 
the weather continued to be unfavourable. 
Rainfall was heavier than normal and tem-
peratures cooler.

The first cold spells came on 18 September. 
Crops were still at a stage of growth at 
which they were liable to be frost-damaged. 
Only 29% of crops had been harvested on 
27  September, compared with a five-year 
average of 75%. Finally, weather conditions 
improved at the beginning of October thanks 
to a warm, dry spell. 97% of the harvest was 
collected by 18 October.

The effect of all these events was two-fold. 
Yield was normal, although quality was below 
the 10-year average.

All things considered, Canada remains in a 
strong position on the world market. The 
harvest and carryover mean that its export 
availabilities are equivalent to the 5-year 
running average.

In the US, durum wheat-growing land is on 
the rise. The main reason for the expansion 
of this crop is regulatory change, under which 
the marketing loan rate has been significantly 
increased by federal decision.

The durum wheat market in 2010/11

Source: IGC

World durum wheat production (in m. tons)

  

in $/ton Average national loan rate
2009 2010 %

Durum 163.9 211.3 28.9
HRS 122.4 140.0 14.4
HRW 94.8 99.6 5.0
SRW 72.8 68.7 -5.6
Soft white 111.0 116.1 4.6

Source: USDA

This decline in production is partially due to 
the abundance of the previous harvest, which 
caused a major stock increase among the 
leading exporters and in particular, number 
one, Canada.

The durum surface declined by 44% in Canada. 
This decrease is the result of a twin-faceted 
process: 

Firstly, the existence of a large carryover, 
which at the end of July 2010 totalled 2.7m. 
tons, up 41% year on year. This situation in a 
country such as Canada, where the main part 
of stocks is held on farms, prompted producers 
to cut back on durum wheat plantings in their 
fields in favour of other grains, such as high-
protein wheat or canola (rapeseed).

Secondly, the planting period (April-June) was 
characterised in the west of Canada by heavy 
rains, which hampered fieldwork. Entire plots 
were submerged, virtually becoming lakes. At 
the end of May, only 59% of planting had been 
completed, compared with a five-year aver-
age of 86% in the province of Saskatchewan, 
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Producers responded to this signal, by in-
creasing the amount of land dedicated to 
durum wheat. In the leading producer state, 
the increase is nearly 10%. Unlike in Canada, 
weather conditions have been favourable. 
Production is up to 3.03m. tons, compared 
to 2.97m. tons in 2009, giving the US higher 
export availability.

On the other side of the Atlantic, in Europe, 
production is down slightly to 8.7m. tons, com-
pared with 8.8m. tons in 2009. The harvest is 
up in France and Italy, while Spain and Greece 
have seen a decline. For these four countries, 
the main factor behind these variations is 
the change in the durum surface. In Italy and 
France, the area is on the increase, either as a 
result of the previous year’s good yields or at-
tractive prices. In Spain, production has fallen 
due to poor planting conditions in Andalusia.

In North Africa, production is on the decline 
following an excellent year in 2009. The com-
bined harvest of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia 
has decreased from 6.2m. tons to 4.4m. tons, 
a 29% decline. The country most affected by 
this decline is Tunisia, where production is 
down from 1.4m. tons to 0.6m. tons.

Overall, the Mediterranean Basin’s import 
requirements are on the rise.

Durum wheat affected by the in-
crease in common wheat prices
The drought that hit Russia during the months 
of July and August pushed up common wheat 
prices to high levels. Despite a fall in produc-
tion, world durum wheat figures did not fol-
low the same trends as for common wheat: 
the traditional exporters were present as 
expected and had sufficient stocks to cover 

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11
EU 1.9 1.6 2.2 2.1
Algeria 2 2.1 1.6 1.3
Libya 0 0.1 0 0.1
Morocco 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.7
Tunisia 0.4 0.7 0.5 0.7
Total 5.1 5.1 4.8 4.9

Import requirements of Mediterranean countries

Source: CIC

their usual customers’ requirements. This ex-
plains why, during the sudden rise in common 
wheat prices, durum wheat prices increased 
to a lesser extent, thus considerably reducing 
the traditional gap between common wheat 
and durum wheat.

Durum wheat and high-quality wheat prices in 
Canada

This situation in Canada has had a global 
influence. The same phenomenon has been 
seen in France.

Durum wheat prices in France

During the planting period in France, the gap 
between common wheat and durum wheat 
prices was non-existent, which prompted 
French durum wheat producers to scale back 
their sowings.

Source: CIC
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Canada, the US and Mexico: market 
leaders
During the first part of the season, the three 
American exporters took advantage of their 
situation to dominate the world market. 
Mexico, where harvesting begins in April, was 
able to export quantities from June onwards. In 
spite of a much later harvest (from the end of 
August to October), the US and Canada were 
also able to be present on the export market 
thanks to substantial carryover. By contrast, 
French producers were more reluctant to 
adapt to the price level coming from across the 
Atlantic. Taken aback by the sudden increase 
in common wheat prices, they adopted a 
wait-and-see approach regarding their sales 
of durum wheat.

In addition, at a time when a wave of sizeable 
contracts with the Algerian private sector 
was taking shape, the Algerian authorities 
introduced an import tax on durum wheat, 
also banning any transaction that did not go 
through the state-owned agency, the OAIC.

Source: FranceAgriMer

Taken by surprise, buyers turned to French 
durum wheat, which were the only imme-
diately available source. A major deal was 
reached between Christmas and New Year’s 
Day with Algeria’s OAIC, while Italian semolina 
manufacturers made purchases. As a result 
there was a sharp increase in prices in France..

This rise in prices also reflects the social unrest 
in Algeria and Tunisia. In both cases, it is likely 
that these countries will import more than 
expected, which will reduce French, Canadian 
and even US stocks.

France: a reliable supplier
Beyond the day-to-day ups and downs, the 
market for the 2010/11 season once again 
underlines the importance of reliable supply 
sources for global market balance and for 
countries running at a deficit. 

Due to its proximity to North Africa and Italy, 
France has a prime position on the world 
durum wheat market. With 2m. tons of export 
availabilities for both its EU partners (grains 
and semolina) and other countries, it is now 
the world’s second largest exporter of durum 
wheat. The current level of prices is likely to 
reassure producers as to the choice that they 
have made over the last 10 years to continue 
durum wheat production.

Source: French Customs and FranceAgriMer

2010/11 2009/10 %
North EU 129,422 89,980 44%
South EU 297,668 183,609 62%
North Africa 72,688 123,548 -41%
Sub-Saharan Countries 33,170 40,682 -18%
Total 532,948 437,819 22 %

French durum wheat exports at the end of December
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However, French exports to Italy did rise 
(albeit after a very disappointing 2009/10 
season), as did exports to Northern Europe.

The outlook for the second part of the 
season
The European market had a harsh wake-up call 
in mid-December, when the export route via 
the Great Lakes in America was disrupted due 
to the freezing conditions, which prevented 
the locks from operating. This situation occurs 
every year. However, in 2010 it affected not 
only US durum wheats but also their Canadian 
counterparts. Indeed, the Canadian Wheat 
Board decided to suspend its sales until March.

Atlantic and Mediterranean durum wheat prices

In $/t
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France statistics

Regional breakdown of area devoted to durum wheat
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France statistics

Yield trends by region
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France statistics

Breakdown by variety in the Southeast region
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Breakdown by variety in the Centre region

CENTRE REGION: Eure-et-Loir, Loiret, Indre, Loir-et-Cher and Ile-de-France (from 1985 to 2002).
WEST-OCEAN: Vendée and Vienne. 
Highlighted: dominant varieties
* annual breakdown of the main varieties

Source: FranceAgriMer
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France statistics

Breakdown by variety in the West-Ocean region

CENTRE REGION: Eure-et-Loir, Loiret, Indre, Loir-et-Cher and Ile-de-France (from 1985 to 2002).
WEST-OCEAN: Vendée and Vienne. 
Highlighted: dominant varieties
* annual breakdown of the main varieties

Source: FranceAgriMer
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Quality trends

CENTRE: Eure-et-Loir, Loiret, Loir-et-Cher, Indre-et-Loire, Ile-de-France 
WEST-OCEAN: Vendée, Vienne.

SOUTHWEST: Gers, Haute-Garonne, Aude. 
SOUTHEAST: Gard, Hérault 2007, Bouches-du-Rhône, Alpes-de-Haute-Provence, Vaucluse.
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France statistics

Price trends
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The European Commission does not publish EU figures. The figures listed are those prepared by 
FranceAgriMer's cereal market department. The projected European figures in this document are 
taken from the consolidation of national figures established for each member state based on national 
sources and expert opinions. However, given the difficulty of forecasting figures for the whole of 
Europe and the disparity of available statistics, this information remains approximate. In the case of 
durum wheat specifically, the "semolina production" entry reflects domestic use of durum wheat, as 
well as product trading (semolina, others).
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Source: FranceAgriMer and European Commission
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Production trends by country

Source: FranceAgriMer and European Commission
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Italian figures

Source: FranceAgriMer and European Commission
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Source: FranceAgriMer and European Commission
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Greek figures

Source: FranceAgriMer and European Commission
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Durum wheat price trends in Italy

Source: AGER - La Dépêche
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Durum wheat trade and stocks

Source: CIC

forecasts at 25/11/10

*  European Union of 15 from 1994/95 
European Union of 25 from 2003/04 
European Union of 27 from 2007/08
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Durum wheat trade and stocks

forecasts at 25/11/10

*  European Union of 15 from 1994/95 
European Union of 25 from 2003/04 
European Union of 27 from 2007/08

Source: CIC
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Canada: durum wheat figures

* includes seeds
Source: Statistics Canada
f: forecasts from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada on 15/12/2010
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North America: durum wheat price trends

Source: CIC
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Semolina production activity in the European Union

Source: Union of European Semolina Manufacturers and European Commission (Eurostat - Comext)
nc: not communicated

Trend in quantities of ground durum wheat
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Pasta industry in the European Union

Sources: UNAFPA and European Commission (Eurostat - Comext)
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Estimate of world pasta production and consumption

Source: UNIPI
highlighted: main producers
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Destination of French semolina

Semolina production activity in France: origin of durum wheat
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Origin of durum wheat used by French semolina manufacturers
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Sources and units used

Most frequently used sources

The summary information relating to global markets is taken from an analysis by the International Grains Council.

The information relating to the French market is mostly taken from statistics and analysis by FranceAgriMer.  
Concerning European data, national sources as well as Eurostat and DG Agri were also consulted.

IGC  International Grains Council

USDA  United States Department of Agriculture

EUROSTAT European Statistical Office

CWB  Canadian Wheat Board

STATCAN  Canadian Statistical Agency

SCEES  French Central Service of Statistical Surveys and Studies

AGER  Associazione Granaria de Emilia Romagna

ISTAT  Istituto Nazionale di Statistica

UNAFPA   Union of Organisations of Manufacturers 

  of Pasta Products of the European Union

UNIPI  Unioni Industriali Pastai Italiani

DGDDI  French General Directorate of Customs and Indirect Duties

€  euro

MEuros  million euros

BnEuros  billion euros

$  US dollar

ha  hectare

Mha  millions of hectares

q  quintal

t  tonne (metric ton)

m. tons  million tonnes
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