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Plan :Plan :

•• FoundationFoundation of a of a generalgeneral policypolicy on on ecoeco--labellinglabelling

•• FeasabilityFeasability studystudy of of ecoeco--labellisationlabellisation in the in the fisheriesfisheries sectorsector ::
contextcontext, , aimsaims,, methodologymethodology..

•• Consensus Consensus stemmingstemming fromfrom the the studystudy

•• National National debatedebate on on environmentalenvironmental issues (issues («« Grenelle Grenelle »») ) 

•• DevelopingDeveloping a public a public schemescheme   

•• Public Public ecolabelecolabel �� LawLaw

•• ProceduresProcedures of of certifyingcertifying �� Set of Set of decreesdecrees

•• ConclusionsConclusions
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•• FoundationFoundation of a of a generalgeneral
policypolicy on on ecoeco--labellinglabelling
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•• ContextContext
� International International levellevel ::

�� Guidelines for Guidelines for ecoeco--labelling (FAO, Rome 2005)  labelling (FAO, Rome 2005)  

� EuropeanEuropean levellevel : : 

�� DebateDebate launchedlaunched in 2005in 2005

�� Options Options in progress in progress : : 

1/1/ Setting up a Setting up a specificspecific regulationregulation for a for a seafoodseafood ecolabelecolabel in Europe in Europe 

�� settlelingsettleling requirementsrequirements on on ecoeco--labelling labelling 

2/2/ Extension of Extension of regulationregulation (EC) n(EC) n°°1980/20001980/2000

�� competitioncompetition betweenbetween fishingfishing technicstechnics ? ? 

�� National National levellevel: : 

�� Few Few wellwell--knownknown ecolabelsecolabels

�� IncreaseIncrease of of consumersconsumers expectations for expectations for ‘‘environmentalenvironmental--friendlyfriendly’’ productsproducts
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•• FeasabilityFeasability studystudy of of ecoeco--labellisationlabellisation
in the in the fisheriesfisheries sectorsector

�� AimsAims: : 

�� To To scrutinizescrutinize the the subjectsubject..

�� Focus on Focus on existingexisting labels.labels.

�� DoesDoes itit representrepresent an an opportunityopportunity for French for French 

fisheriesfisheries ? ? 

�� FindFind a consensus on minimum a consensus on minimum requirementsrequirements..
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•• MethodologyMethodology

�� Setting up a Setting up a workingworking group (2007)group (2007)  

•• includingincluding the the wholewhole sectorsector ((producersproducers to to consumersconsumers representativesrepresentatives) ) 

•• ledled by FranceAgriMer by FranceAgriMer 

•• stillstill regularlyregularly gatheredgathered

�� StepStep 1 1 :: benchmarkingbenchmarking the the compliancecompliance of of existingexisting ecolabelsecolabels to to FAOFAO’’ss guidelinesguidelines

�� StepStep 2 2 :: inquiryinquiry on on sustainablesustainable fisheriesfisheries criteriacriteria

�� StepStep 3 3 :: test on 2 test on 2 fisheriesfisheries: : SaitheSaithe / Norway lobster from / Norway lobster from «« GolfeGolfe de de GascogneGascogne »»

�� Step 4 Step 4 :: which kind of ecowhich kind of eco--labellinglabelling in the fisheries sector ?in the fisheries sector ?
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•• Consensus Consensus stemmingstemming fromfrom the the studystudy
(March 2008)(March 2008)

�� One One schemescheme in in compliancecompliance withwith FAOFAO’’ss guidelines : guidelines : MSCMSC

�� Expression of global Expression of global needsneeds : : 
�� To To ccomplyomply withwith a future a future EuropeanEuropean frameworkframework

�� ClarityClarity for for consumersconsumers
�� DDiversityiversity for for operatorsoperators
�� CredibilityCredibility
�� Go Go furtherfurther thanthan FAO FAO minimumminimum requirementsrequirements

�� Building a standard Building a standard based on 4 categories :based on 4 categories :

Stock management / Stock management / EcosystemEcosystem impacts / Social & impacts / Social & economiceconomic
/ Post/ Post--catch catch activitiesactivities ((includingincluding traceabilitytraceability))  

�� ChoiceChoice and and attemptattempt to to specifyspecify 15 15 principlesprinciples �� ……

�� public public schemescheme
frameworkframework
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�� 15 15 principlesprinciples

15) Traceability until consumer (to use label)

14) Best quality preserved all along the chain

13) No waste of products (abuse of withdrawal prices…) or by-products

12) Working conditions on board - Safety of the crew

11) Waste management system - including polluting rejections

10) Measuring and reducing gasoil consumption

9) Preventing the catch of non-target species - including protected species

8) Preventing the loss of gear - mesures of recovering « ghost » nets

7) Measuring and limiting impact(s) of gear on ecosystem

6) Selectivity of gear to limit undersized specimens and by-catch

5) Traceability of areas, catching period and gear employed

4) Reactivity of fishing effort management system in case of stock decrease

3) Compatibility between fishing effort and stock(s) biomass

2) Transparency of datas collected / safety of the catch recording method

1) No overfishing – No IUU fishing

Post-catch aspects

Social and 
Economic

Ecosystem

Stocks
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•• DevelopingDeveloping a public a public schemescheme ::

•• Public Public ecoeco--labellisationlabellisation
The feasibilityThe feasibility studystudy : a : a preliminarypreliminary workwork for the national for the national debatedebate

on on environmentalenvironmental issues issues «« Grenelle Grenelle »» (2008)(2008)  

�� OpportunityOpportunity to to workwork out a out a lawlaw ::

•• PresentlyPresently in discussionin discussion

•• Designs the Designs the foundationfoundation of a of a seafoodseafood ecoeco--labellisationlabellisation

•• Conditions of Conditions of implementationimplementation specifiedspecified in in decreesdecrees
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•• ProceduresProcedures of of certifyingcertifying

FAO'sFAO's guidelines for ecoguidelines for eco--labellinglabelling (2005)(2005)

1) Standardization

A process which
implies the involvment
of all stakeholders

3) Certification

certification bodies
provide assurance that 
seafood products come 
from a fishery that 
complies with the 
standard

2) Accreditation

accreditation body
provides assurance that 
the certification body is 
able to assess and certify

�� SpecificSpecific and flexible and flexible regulationregulation to to implementimplement thesethese proceduresprocedures : : 

�� Set of Set of decreesdecrees
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•• ProceduresProcedures of of certifyingcertifying

�� 11stst decreedecree : : implementationimplementation of of proceduresprocedures
•• StandardizationStandardization processprocess : setting up a : setting up a stakeholdersstakeholders commissioncommission

•• AssessmentAssessment processprocess : : methodsmethods of of accreditationaccreditation and certification by and certification by 
independentindependent, impartial and transparent bodies, impartial and transparent bodies

�� Accreditation body : Accreditation body : COFRACCOFRAC –– recognized by (EC) reg. nrecognized by (EC) reg. n°° 765/2008 765/2008 

= multilateral recognition= multilateral recognition

�� 22ndnd decreedecree : standard for : standard for sustainablesustainable fisheriesfisheries
•• BasedBased on the 15 on the 15 principlesprinciples of the of the feasabilityfeasability studystudy

•• RequirementsRequirements for certifications for certifications willwill bebe specifiedspecified for for eacheach fisheryfishery

•• WorkWork in close in close cooperationcooperation withwith professionalsprofessionals
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•• ConclusionsConclusions

�� The French The French generalgeneral policypolicy on on ecoeco--labelling labelling leadsleads to :to :

�� the the implementationimplementation of a public of a public frameworkframework for for sustainablesustainable fisheriesfisheries

basedbased on a on a widewide consultation.consultation.

�� To encourage the setting up of To encourage the setting up of existingexisting ecolabelsecolabels..

�� To To fosterfoster and inspire the and inspire the workwork atat the the EuropeanEuropean levellevel..

�� BenefitsBenefits expectedexpected : to : to introduceintroduce more more competitioncompetition betweenbetween existingexisting labelslabels

�� to to givegive choicechoice to to fisheriesfisheries ((facedfaced withwith costcost--leadingleading investmentsinvestments),),

�� and and consumers (with a sign easily understood),consumers (with a sign easily understood),

�� couldcould preciseprecise criteriacriteria beyondbeyond the the FAO'sFAO's minimum minimum requirementsrequirements..

�� This public This public schemescheme shouldshould bebe availableavailable by the end of 2009.by the end of 2009.
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ThankThank youyou for for youryour attention.attention.


